
            
Is there going to be Christmas?  It seems 
ridiculous to ask, but I think you know what I 
mean.  Is there going to be the season we know 
with all of its traditions, its decorations, its “feel”?  
Are we going to have the Christmas we hope for? 

I don’t know.  Maybe not.  My family has already 
decided not to head north to Minnesota for our 
annual family get together.  We could have partially 
done it, but my mom, dad, and siblings are pretty 
cautious by nature and I knew that it would be a 
COVID Christmas.  We decided that taking that trip 
would be more frustrating than joyful and so we’ve 
postponed it.  I emphatically don’t want a COVID 
Christmas.  What to do? 

I want to address something first.  It is not selfish to 
not want a COVID Christmas.  It is not selfish to be 
tired and fed up by all of this.  It is human.  There is 
real loss that we are enduring.  I want to use my 
kids as an example (They lost Gala Days, seeing 
their cousins, trip to New Hampshire, normal camp, 
etc…) but it isn’t just a kid thing.  For my part, I feel 
like I’m responsible for all of it.  Not causing it, 
obviously.  But for continuing to make everything 
work in spite of it.  I feel responsible for keeping 
things mainly normal for my kids even though this 
year isn’t normal.  And at church I feel responsible 
for making worship work in a way that we can all 
feel good about and that we all have access to.  
And I think Emanuel-St. John has done pretty well 
with that.  

But the feeling is beginning to dawn that COVID 
isn’t going to leave Christmas alone, that the 
unholy virus will try to lay claim to that too by 
creating uncertainty.  And I resent it.  I want to 
know what to expect!  On Christmas Eve I want to 
sigh deeply with relief that everything has gone as 
it should, I’ve done my part, and now the candles 
are lit and we’re singing Silent Night.  It’s a  
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moment when I can let go and feel a  
sense of great peace.  It’s a boundary: 
responsibility that leads to that moment and then a 
letting go that follows from it.  But my boundary 
isn’t going to be respected.  I won’t be able to 
control what happens this year. 
 

So then, to clarify.  One of the big things that I’ve 
lost this year is my ability to set certain boundaries 
and have control over what happens.  COVID has 
barged in and said, “I get to control all the things, 
not you.”  I resent that.  I hate it.  It has stolen 
something from me that I think I need.  

But I’m dimly aware of another possibility.  Is it 
possible that COVID is barging in and stealing 
something from me that I actually don’t need, like a 
thief sneaking into my attic and carting off boxes of 
things that are up there because I don’t know what 
else to do with them?  Perhaps I should be 
grateful!  Maybe I should say, “Take what you like, 
Grinch.  I don’t need any of it.  I just need Jesus 
and there’s no chance you can get your greedy 
claws on him.”   
 
When Jesus came, circumstances were not ideal.  
His parents were traveling because they had been 
made to do so by the government.  But they went.  
They stayed with the animals because there wasn’t 
room elsewhere.  But the Savior of the world was 
born anyway.  God is not daunted by turbulence.  
His plans, his goodness manifest themselves all 
the better in the chaos of human affairs; nothing is 
lost because of “imperfect circumstances.”  

I don’t know how we’ll be able to celebrate 
Christmas this year.  But in whatever form it takes, 
with however little control I have over it, Jesus is 
going to be there.  The reason for the season 
cannot be removed from it.  And I trust that 
whatever loss there is might also be gain.  Come, 
Lord Jesus. 

--  

Rev. Ben Worley  

Emanuel St. John, Lytton, IA 

(712) 541-4785 (cell phone) 



 

Emanuel-St John Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2020 
 

President Jo Grodahl called the meeting to order. 
Present were Pastor Ben, Cindy Souder, Ron 
Haden, Rhonda Johnson, Brian Lantz, Jean 
Matter, Nicole Meyer, Colleen Arndt, Laverne 
Arndt, Ben Albright, Jeff Ellerbrock and Kari Lantz. 
Pastor Ben gave devotions. Motion by Brian Lantz, 
second by LaVerne Arndt to approve the minutes 
from October meeting and the Treasurers Report 
with a balance of $10,766.19.  Motion passed 
 
Old Business: Council discussed what should be 
done about church services since there is a rise in 
Covid-19 cases in the county. After discussion it 
was decided to keep the services the same so that 
church members can make their own choice of 
how to worship. Masks and social distancing of 6 
foot will be done at both services. Motion by Brian 
Lantz, second by Jeff Ellerbrock to not have the 
Thanksgiving service in person on Sunday evening 
November 22. Motion passed. Sunday School will 
follow the schools lead, masks will still be required.   
 
Donations for the Home of Protection fundraiser 
will continue through the month of November. 
Rhonda asked that donations be marked and 
mailed to church. 
 
Council discussed snow removal for the winter 
season. An ad will be placed in the local papers. 
 
Pastor Ben requested to move his last week of 
vacation for 2020 to 2021. Motion by Ron Haden, 
second by Kari Lantz, to approve moving vacation 
of one week to 2021. Motion passed. 
 
Council started discussing how to conduct the 
Annual Meeting if the Covid-19 restrictions are still 
in place. This will be discussed more at the 
December meeting. 
 
Zoom meeting ended. 
 

                   

December Birthdays 
  1) Nash Riley 
  2) Camie Clark, Deborah Sandquist 
  5) Matthew Hinrichs, Ava Taylor 
  7) Randy Bartels 
  8) Austin Aden 

  9) Woody Glasnapp, Ronald Meyer 

10) Tony Diersen, Jane Loux 
11) Arlyn Hillmer, Dawn Newman 
12) Glenn Helberg 
13) Teresa Scharn 
16) Cassie Fjerstad, Laura Greene,  
      Taylor Greene, Jacob Grodahl,  
      Jim Hartling, Tim Kral 
17) Darold Matter, Roger McKinney,  
      Sarah VanHulzen 
18) Jane Glasnapp, Cynthia Fischer 
19) Kelsey Peterson 
20) Heather Campbell, Darsi Huddleson, 
     Jamie Kruckenberg, Linn Scharn 
22) John Worley 

24) Glen Bartels 

25) Anthony Althiser, Ryan Wheelock 
27) Kelsie Hejtmanek, Laura Hejtmanek 
29) Chase Hejtmanek 
31) Corey Campbell, Marlene Ramsey 
 

 
 

 12/9/00 Scott & Alison Greene 
12/11/99 B.J. & Kari Musselman 

12/18/66 Dyle & Edna Rockafellow 

12/22/73 Alan & Isabelle Nuehring 

12/23/65 Everett & Joane Hinrichs 
12/30/17 Allen & Jenna Jensen 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

                   
 

 

Annual Reports 
To all officers or persons responsible for a report to 
be included in the Annual Report: These reports 
must be submitted by January 1, 2021 to allow 
time for the completion and mailing of the reports 
to our members in a timely fashion as required by 
the Constitution of our congregation.  Any reports 
that can be submitted prior to that time would be 
most appreciated. 



 

Toryn Elizabeth Albright, daughter of Nick 

and Krista Albright, was baptized Sunday, 
November 15, 2020. Her baptismal sponsors were 
Holly Betten and Evan Smith. 
 
We pray that God will guide Toryn’s footsteps 
throughout her life! 
 

                      
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October Sunday School Attendance  
 
Sunday School students present every Sunday in 
October were:  
 
Nursery-Pre-Kindergarten - Jack Bartels; 

 
Kindergarten & 1st Grade – Lily Bartels, Elin 
Albright; 
 

Grades 2 & 3 – Sawyer Riley, Elodie Mentzer and 
Chase Hejtmanek;  
 

Grades 4 & 5 – Cooper Nattress; 
 

Grade 6 – Kelsie Hejtmanek and Sadie Wheelock;  
 

Confirmation – Derek Greene and Charlie 
Nattress;  
 

High School – No one 
 

Class winner for best attendance was Nursery and 
Pre-Kindergarten. Teachers for this class are: 
Alison Greene and Kari Musselman. 
 

                   

 

 
 

A Godly Gathering? 
 

Someone decided long ago to declare a time to have 
families gather together each year for a festival. Back 
then it was meant to be a time to celebrate the coming 
of Christ, a time to praise and thank God for what He 
has done, a time to draw closer to God. Actually, God 
declared several such times. All of the annual “feasts” of 
the Bible celebrate Jesus. Seven times a year God 
called for His people to focus on Him and to glorify His 
Messiah – our Jesus. 
 

Of course, you probably thought I meant Christmas, 
December 25

th
 when we (or some people) celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. Well, Christmas isn’t one of God’s seven 
feasts and Jesus probably wasn’t born on or even near 
December 25

th
. So should we celebrate Christmas 

then? I believe so. 
 

If we look at the origins of this holiday (“holy day”), it 
appears that pagans had long worshiped fertility gods at 
this time and that in the third century the Christian 
aspect (“Christ Mass”) was merged with this existing 
celebration. So should we celebrate this time then? I 
believe so. 
 

The pagans chose this time because it is the winter 
solstice. It is when the days are the shortest and the 
nights are the longest. It’s a time when the grass is 
dead, trees and fields are barren, and the cold soaks 
into your bones. It’s a time for celebration! Why? 
 

Because this is the turning point. From this day forward 
the days are getting longer, and we can sense each day 
that spring is drawing nearer. A renewal is coming! 
 

And so it is for many of us. Lots of folks feel depressed 
at this time of year. This is when they feel the farthest 
from God and loved ones. The darkness seems to be 
overtaking their life, their days seem filled with 
deadness, and a chill has soaked into their bones. It is a 
time to celebrate!  
Why? 
 

Because the birth of Christ is the turning point. At the 
appropriate time God sent Jesus to draw us back to 
Him! The light is shining brighter and brighter. We have 
new life in Christ and every day His return is drawing 
closer and closer. Renewal is coming for the whole 
Earth when God will gather all His family to be with Him! 
Oh, and yes, there will be a feast. 
 

So celebrate this day. Even if it wasn’t God’s idea? 
Maybe it was.  Even if it started out as a pagan festival?  
God is always taking what the devil meant for harm and 
turning it to our good! Even if it isn’t Jesus’ actual 
birthday?  I think it’s God’s timing. I think Christmas was 
God’s idea. I think we should use it to focus on Him, to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, and to draw nearer to God! 
Merry Christmas, everyone~ 

 
--Chris Fevold 6527195 FDCF 

From The Church of the Damascus Road Flash 
 



 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas from LSI!  
 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.” — John 1:5  
 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! 
This year has been challenging for all of us, and 
we are grateful for the Iowans who have stepped 
up just for the sake of giving and helping LSI in 
2020. Thank you for bringing the light of Christ to 
your neighbors who rely on these important 
services!  
 
At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep 
darkness. We know parents who feel hopeless, 
with little resources to raise their young children. 
We know adults with disabilities who feel voiceless, 
with no support system or connection to their 
community. We know teens who are aging out of 
foster care, who fear they will never have a forever 
family to love them.  
 

The holidays can be an especially difficult time for 
our neighbors who are so often overlooked in our 
society. In the spirit of giving, the spirit of love, and 
the spirit of working together, let us stand with 
them and lift them up this Christmas season. If you 
would like to learn more about how you can 
support Iowa children and families, contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church 
relations, at 563.676.2065 or 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. LSI is also 
available to provide a customized virtual shared 
ministry opportunity for your congregation. If you 
would like to share the message of LSI with your 
community, please contact our Waverly office at 
319.352.2630 to get started. 
 
Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from 
LSI!  
 
 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds 
to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner 
of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). 

We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 
religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, 
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations.  Learn 
more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
Continuum of Care   
 
As she prepared to celebrate her 18th birthday, 
Sam was also preparing to age out of foster care. 
She had lived with her foster mom, Marty, for years 
and Marty wanted to ensure Sam had a smooth 
transition into adulthood. That’s when they signed 
up for LSI’s Host Homes program.  
 
Provided through LSI’s Services for People with 
Disabilities, Host Homes provides personalized 
care for Iowans with disabilities who find greater 
success living in a private family home instead of a 
busier community living environment with 
roommates. Individuals are carefully matched with 
a Host Homes mentor and live with them in their 
home, where they can build strong relationships 
and become better engaged with their 
communities.  
 
Marty became a Host Homes mentor so Sam could 
continue living in her home and receive the same 
care and support she was used to. Sam is thriving 
and Marty gets to continue walking alongside her 
as she builds a bright future full of independence. 
They work on Sam’s goals every day, including 
cooking and planning meals. Marty especially 
loves fishing and going on picnics with Sam and as 
a Host Homes mentor, she can continue serving as 
a foster parent to other Iowa teens.  
 

 
.                          

 

 

 
Sunday, December 20

th
: 

10 am Children’s Christmas Service 
 

Thursday, December 24
th

: 
6:30 pm Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

 
(This is a tentative schedule with possible changes due to 
Covid 19) 
 

                   

 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Meditation by Faith 

Is there a limit to the number of times you can come to 
the very end of yourself? 
 

Asking for... myself.  
 

You know what you really can’t do in a global pandemic 
mixed with national unrest?  
 

You can’t get away from it.  
 

You can’t take a break. There is literally nowhere you 
can go on God’s green earth where it won’t affect you.  
 

I feel like I am trapped, and my reserves have been 
exhausted... except this perverse little part of me that 
says “No, Girl! Get your crap together, steel your 
resolve, and try HARDER.” And that voice sounds 
plausible, because there *are* good and important and 
worthwhile things I can do right now to improve my state 
of being and my resilience, but at this moment I cannot. 
try. harder.  
 

I need to go and have a good cry and then a nap in 
Jesus’ arms, because when it comes right down to it, 
the rona does *not* have a corner on the market of 
being everywhere at all times like Jesus does. Not even 
close. And I know that I can tattle to Him on that 
perverse little voice that tells me to “just try harder” (pls 
read in the mockingest voice you can muster), and He 
will instead do the heavy lifting, empowering me to go 
about my life and duties with an equanimity- and dare I 
say JOY- that I am not capable of under my own power.  
 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.  
Matthew 11:28-29 
 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
 

If I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me. 
Psalm 139:7-10 
 

...for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure.  
Philippians 2:13 
 
 



 


