
 

 
Though this article is for the February newsletter, it 
is still mid-January as I sit down to think about it.  
Here are some thoughts that I wrote down a 
number of years ago on that theme. 
 
January is a time when our culture thinks about 
new beginnings.  Many people make New Year’s 
resolutions to improve their health, change bad 
habits, do more of something valuable, to improve 
aspects of their character, etc...  In short, to 
become better people. 
 
Of course, the obvious reason for this renewed 
effort at self-improvement is that the new calendar 
year arrives with January.  As reasons go, this is a 
pretty accidental one.  We might just as well 
choose the beginning of the School Year, or 
maybe the day when the days start getting longer 
and ultimately warmer.  Or we might put the New 
Year as the first day of spring when the world is 
ready to show some of the fruits of newness.  But 
for the time being, at any rate, we are stuck with 
one of the coldest and deadest looking days of the 
year. 
 
Actually, though it is accidental, I think this 
provides a seed for understanding what new 
beginnings are all about in the kingdom of God.  
New beginnings in the kingdom of God are 
counter-intuitive.  They do not start where we think 
they should start.  They start where the Lord 
decides it. 
 
Take, for example, the one who decides that this is 
the year that he will become a better Christian.  He 
decides it, he makes a resolution, he begins the  
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year well, doing all that he thinks he should do.  
And there is every possibility that he correctly 
understands what those things are.  And so long 
as he is able to focus, and do what he should, he 
seems to be accomplishing much.  But somehow, 
though the intentions are good, the reality is 
slightly off-kilter.  It remains an effort or an 
intention, not a reality. 
 
On the other hand, take a woman with no such 
intentions at all.  Her beloved husband has just 
died.  She had not planned for this, and is broken-
hearted and angry.  She stays away from church 
where she is only reminded of what God did not do 
for her; she blames God for her husband’s death 
and lets him know it.  To all outward appearances, 
there is something which more resembles an 
ending than a beginning.  But it is precisely in such 
a circumstance that God decides to work.  Her 
brokenness was a pruning, unlovely and 
seemingly destructive, but when done by the hand 
of God, a new beginning. 
 
These aren’t rules, of course.  To have intentions 
for becoming a better Christian is not a guarantee 
of failure.  We should, every one of us, strive for 
that very thing, this year and every year.  And on 
the other hand, to become angry with God and to 
neglect our Christian duties is no guarantee of 
success, for heaven’s sake!  But it is a reminder 
that God works where he will, and very often those 
places where he works seem unlikely to us. 
More than anything, I want you to know that God is 
able to work in you, is able to give you a new 
beginning; and that this new beginning is often 
painful and hidden.  If this is your experience, and 
the sum of the evidence seems less like a new 
beginning and more like hardship, do not be 
fooled.  And if you are the one who is not 
experiencing hardship, who has had no dramatic 
circumstances, do not judge yourself too harshly 
that a new beginning seems out of your reach.  It 



is, in fact, out of your reach.  But keep striving to do 
what God is leading you to do.  Your difficult 
circumstance might well be the fact that you have 
no clear moment, no dramatic experience of 
change.  And God might be making you new as by 
the tidal water upon the rocky shore.  Do not give 
up, do not be fooled.  For it is God who makes new 
beginnings.  And they begin where he decides. 
 
 

Rev. Ben Worley  
Emanuel St. John, Lytton, IA 
(712) 541-4785 (cell phone) 

 
 

       
 

Emanuel-St John Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2021 
 

President Jo Grodahl called the meeting to order.  
Present were Pastor Ben, Cindy Souder, Rhonda 
Johnson, Brian Lantz, Nicole Meyer, Colleen Arndt, 
LaVerne Arndt, Jeff Ellerbrock, Pauline Lange, and 
Ron Haden.  Pastor Ben gave opening prayer. 
Motion by Jeff Ellerbrock, second by Brian Lantz, to 
approve the agenda. Motion passed Motion by 
LaVerne Arndt, second by Nicole Meyer to approve 
the minutes from the December meeting. Motion 
passed. Motion by Jeff Ellerbrock, second by Brian 
Lantz, to approve the Treasurers Report with a 
balance of $10,766.36.  Motion passed. 
 

Old Business: The council discussed how well the 
Christmas programs were received by the 
congregation. Snow removal for sidewalks will be 
done by Benjamin Worley. Parking lot snow 
removal will be done by Tim Huddleson. 
 

President’s Report:  Nothing to report. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Ben reminded council that 
the Annual Meeting will be in person at the church.  
A Zoom meeting on the internet will be provided. 
Anyone wishing to do the meeting via zoom needs 
to sign up. The mask mandate will continue 
through February 6

th
.  

 

Worship and Music Committee Report: Nothing 
to report. 
 

Parish Education Committee Report: Nicole 
Meyer present. Advent boxes went well for the 
Sunday School kids; they are planning on doing 
Lent boxes. The money collected will go towards 
supporting the Ingham-Okoboji Bible Camp. The 

committee would like to see the children sing once 
a month during worship. The committee would like 
to do a fundraiser meal to raise money for Vacation 
Bible School. They are thinking of a drive by pickup 
meal. Planning to do in the spring sometime. 
 

Outreach Committee Report: Colleen Arndt 
present. During Advent a tree was set up to donate 
hats, gloves, mittens etc. for the outreach centers 
in Sac and Calhoun County. Those items have 
been delivered.  
 

Property Management Committee Report: Ron 
Haden and LaVerne Arndt present. The controller 
for the cross is still missing, if it is not found in the 
next few weeks a new one will be ordered.  The 
committee is looking into appointing someone to be 
the sexton for the church cemeteries that is not a 
member of the committee. The council discussed 
the driveways at the North Cemetery. Motion by 
Ron Haden, second by Nicole Meyer to approve 
half-length plots on the east side of the North 
Cemetery so that a driveway is still available on 
that side.  Motion approved. 
 

Stewardship and Finance Committee Report:  
Jeff Ellerbrock present. Nothing to report. 
 

WELCA Report: Nothing to report. 
 

New Business: Jo Grodahl went over church 
insurance bids. Two bids were given, Brotherhood 
Mutual for $6,630 and Grinnell Mutual for $6,657. 
Motion by Jeff Grodahl, second by Colleen Arndt to 
accept the bid from Brotherhood Mutual. Motion 
passed. Jeff Ellerbrock presented the proposed 
2021 Budget to the Council. He noted that yearly 
income did not meet the yearly expenses. The way 
to resolve this problem is to increase income, 
decrease expenses, or borrow money out of 
savings. Suggestion from the council was to 
decrease pledges to WIS and to decrease the 
dollar per member figure that is given to Ingham-
Okoboji Camp. Ideas will be brought up at the 
Annual Meeting. Motion by LaVerne Arndt, second 
by Nicole Meyer to approve the 2021 Budget for 
approval at the Annual Meeting to be held on 
January 31, 2021. Motion passed. Council was 
reminded that outgoing committee members 
finishing their term need to find replacements.   
Susan Albright requested to use the church for a 
Gala Day carryout meal the last Sunday of 
February. Council was in agreement that she may 
use the church. The Offering Box is in the back of 
the church to put Sunday offerings in. Pauline will 
put in bulletin so that church members know what 
to do. Pastor Ben gave prayer to end meeting.   
 



February Birthdays 
Feb. 1  Donald Bailey, Darcy Picard 
Feb. 3  Chad Kruckenberg, Cory Waller 
Feb. 5  Sawyer Riley 
Feb. 6  Kelly Heimdal 

Feb. 7  Noah Althiser, Hazel Hayes 

Feb. 10 Blake Segebarth 
Feb. 11 Randi Garcia 
Feb. 13 Dani Andersen 
Feb. 14 Abe Clark, Joane Hinrichs, 
         Connor Scharn, Natalie Scharn 
Feb. 16 Carla Hutchens 
Feb. 18 Jacob Schultz 
Feb. 20 Debra Peterson 
Feb. 21 Brad Diersen, Jeff Henkelman 
Feb. 22 Jonathan Ellerbrock,  
Feb. 23 Leland Loux, Adrian Newman,  
        Ann Newman, Brittany Peter 
Feb. 25 Virginia Hillmer, Elijah Wheelock 
Feb. 27 Lilly Picard, Rhemy Picard 
Feb. 28 Angela Ellerbrock 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Feb. 28, 2011 Michael & Shelly Baumhover 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

Sunday School perfect attendance for the month 
of December 2020:  
 

 Nursery-Pre-Kindergarten – Bradlee Aden, 
Teddy Albright, Jack Bartels & Adelaide 
Worley;  

 

 Kindergarten & Grade 1 – Myla Albright, Lily 
Bartels, Baylee Ellerbrock & Johnny Worley; 

 

 Grades 2 & 3 – Chase Hejtmanek, Wesley 
Twyman, Sawyer Riley, Lille Greene, Elodie 
Mentzer, Brinley Riley, Sophie Twyman & Abby 
Worley;  

 

 Grades 4 & 5- Marcus Mentzer, Natalie 
Scharn, Aidan Albright, Peyton Ellerbrock, 
Cooper Nattress & Benjamin Worley; 

 

 Grade 6 – Kelsie Hejtmanek & Sadie 
Wheelock; 

 

 Confirmation Class (Grades 7 & 8) Derek 
Greene & Adlen Wheelock; 
 

 Grades 9, 10, 11 & 12 – No one 
 

Class winners for the month of December for the 
best attendance were the Kindergarten & Grade 1 
taught by Kari Lantz and Grades 2 & 3 taught by 
Doug & Barb Riley. 
 
 

       
 

 
 
Condolences to the family of Daryl Walters. who died 

recently. Daryl was the cousin of Marilyn Dettmann. 
 

MAY GOD COMFORT ALL THOSE THAT MOURN! 

 

 

 

 



 
Lenten Services 

 

We begin our Lenten journey this year on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb 17

th
 at 7 p.m. with a Holy 

Communion Service. Please join us each 
Wednesday evening during Lent as Pastor Ben 
leads us in worship. 

 

       
 

 

 

 
 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI! 
“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: 
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through 
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the 
ministry partners, both individuals and congregations, 
who help share this love for Iowa children, adults, and 
families! 

We see this love in newly adopted children and their 
families, in teens who are overcoming years of trauma 
and building bright futures, in Iowans with disabilities who 
are growing their independence and confidence, in new 
parents who are raising strong and healthy families, and 
in so many other moments of joy. You can help carry out 
our mission of hope and healing by giving a gift and 
showing love to the Iowa families we serve. For more 
information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director 
of Philanthropy and Church Relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  

Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI 
is an affiliated social ministry partner of 
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA 
(Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender 
identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual 
orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and 
facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 
 

Building a Bond    
Julie had made a promise years ago: If anything 
happened to her friend, Julie would take care of her son, 
Jacob.  
When Jacob’s mom passed away and he had no place 
to go, Julie stepped up. Her six children had grown up 
and moved out of her home, and she had the resources 
and space needed to care for Jacob. She became a 
mentor through LSI’s Host Homes program. The service 
enables Iowans with disabilities to move into a private 
family home and live with a specially-selected mentor 
instead of living in a shared space with roommates and 
several staff members.   
Jacob moved into Julie’s home last December and now, 
the two are thriving. Jacob is learning to take care of 
himself and build the life skills he needs to feel more 
confident and independent. He is learning to cook and 
enjoys looking up new recipes to try, especially meatloaf.  
“It’s a great opportunity. You’re changing their lives,” 
Julie says. “You get to know each other more personally. 
We have a lot of discussions and heart-to-hearts.”  
Jacob is finishing his senior year of high school. He 
enjoys learning new things and visiting new places, and 
he dreams of the day when he and Julie can go on more 
trips. Once it is safe to do so, Jacob is determined to visit 
more zoos and take a trip to Canada.  
“It’s good,” Jacob says of his Host Homes match with 
Julie. “She makes me laugh.”  

 
 

       
 

FOR AN IMPROVED  

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
 

Say a prayer the moment your alarm goes off. 
 

Set aside time each day to read one small portion of 
scripture. 
 

Pray for each member of your family. Let them know you 
are praying for them. 
 

Pray a prayer of thanks each day for something you’ve 
never given thanks for before. 
 

Get involved in a Bible study group at your church. 
Imagine God wants to spend time with you just like any 
other friend does. Treat God like you’d treat your best 
friend. 

--Lehman Memorial United Methodist Church 
Hatboro, PA 

The Newsletter Newsletter 
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Feb 17, 2021 

 

Join us for a Lenten service each Wednesday 
evening during the season of Lent beginning with 
the Ash Wednesday service, February 17

th 
at 7 

p.m.  
Bring a friend! 
 

 
 

 



 

 


