
 

Message from Pastor Ben 
 

On our Mission Sunday this past November I 
introduced you to Phil the Ebeneezer Shark, a 
“piggie” bank which comes out at the beginning of 
worship.  I‟d like to revisit Phil this month.  I‟ve got 
several reasons for doing so… 
 

The first reason is simple.  We reached our goal of 
raising $3000 for drilling a well in our sister synod in 
Tanzania!  That‟s a very big deal, not least because 
I‟ve been told that the well drillers have gotten more 
efficient with more experience and that they might 
be able to drill two or even three wells with the 
money we‟ve raised!  That means that the people of 
two or even three villages will have access to good 
water close to home rather than sending small kids 
for many miles each day to bring back often 
unhealthy water.  What a tremendous gift you have 
offered to your brothers and sisters in Christ!  This 
is reason to celebrate! 
 

Now for the theology of what we‟re doing.  For this 
we can look at the Book of Joshua, chapter 4.  
God‟s people Israel are crossing over the Jordan 
River as they enter into the Promised Land, but as 
they do so God wants to remind them of what he 
has done for them in the past and he wants to 
provide a means to remind their children of coming 
years of what he was about to do for the parents.  
And so he tells them to take 12 large stones from 
the river bottom and to pile them up on the other 
side.  “When your children ask their fathers in time 
to come, „What do these stones mean?‟ then you 
shall let your children know, „Israel passed over this 
Jordan on dry ground.‟  For the Lord your God dried 
up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed  
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over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea…” 
 

Later on in Scripture this is called an “Ebeneezer.”  
In modern times we might call such a thing a 
monument.  Whatever we call it, we need 
reminders of how God has been active in our lives 
in the past so that we continue to look to him with 
expectation in the present.  Phil the Ebeneezer 
Shark is a weekly opportunity to do just that.   
 

The donations we give as we “fill” him up provides a 
simple, concrete example of what God can do with 
our testimonies.  God will bless Tanzanian villages 
with beautiful, life-giving wells because you shared 
your stories.  But don‟t forget that God is doing 
more than that.  Our kids are hearing our 
testimonies.  They are learning to speak their own.  
And that is truly something to celebrate as well! 
 

Rev. Ben Worley  
Emanuel St. John, Lytton, IA 
(712) 541-4785 (cell phone) 

 
 

Military Biblesticks 
 

Last July we supported a ministry called Military 
Biblestick, which provides Mp3 players loaded with 
the New Testament to active duty military 
personnel.  It was a great success!  We gave over 
a thousand dollars, which was matched by an 
outside donor.  This July we will have that 
opportunity again.  Keep your eyes and ears open if 
this is a ministry you'd like to support again. 

 

       
 

July Memory of the Month 
We are back to the 1983 Centennial celebration 
this month. This one is filmed inside, so it‟s a little 
dark, but, the choir is wonderful and Rhonda 
Johnson just rocks that trumpet. There‟s also a 
special message by Edna Scherle..



Emanuel-St John Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes  

June 13, 2019 
 

President Brian Lantz called the meeting to order.  
Present were Pastor Ben, Cindy Souder, Jeff Ellerbrock, 
Jo Grodahl, Kari Lantz, Colleen Arndt, Karen Cerra, 
Pauline Lange, Dar Lake and Ron Haden.  Pastor Ben 
gave devotions.  Motion by Jeff Ellerbrock, second by 
Kari Lantz to approve the agenda.  Motion passed.  
Motion by Dar Lake, second by Colleen Arndt to approve 
the May minutes.  Motion passed.  Treasurer‟s report 
was discussed by Council.  Income is not meeting 
expenses.  Motion by Jeff Ellerbrock, second by Karen 
Cerra to approve the treasurer's report with a balance of 
$4524.09.  Motion passed.  

 
Old Business:  Council discussed the west parking area 
by the church.  Motion by Jo Grodahl, second by Ron 
Haden to put white rock between the street and the 
sidewalk of west parking lot of church.  Motion passed.  
Motion by Jo Grodahl, second by Kari Lantz to amend the 
previous motion to have Ron Haden research for the best 
deal on the white rock and proceed.  Motion passed.  The 
Council discussed plans for the EPIC program.  Ideas 
were do we need to do a different type of youth program, 
support another youth program in adjoining town, or not 
do any youth program.  A committee was formed of Jeff 
Ellerbrock, Brian Lantz, and a Parish Education 
representative to talk with St. Paul‟s Lutheran Church in 
Rockwell City and discuss the EPIC program.   
 

President’s Report:  Brian Lantz was approached about 
buying some chairs and a table from the South Central 
Calhoun Middle School sale.  Parish Education 
representative Kari Lantz will look at the chairs and 
Parish Ed funds will cover the cost. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ben went over the Military Bible 
sticks program.  It will be done in July at the church.  He 
asked for ideas for the “Phil” mission collection.  He 
reported on visits he had made to local home-bound 

congregation members and nursing home residents.   
 

Worship and Music Committee:  Dar Lake present.  
Committee is working on recruiting replacements for next 

year committee.    
 

Parish Ed Committee:  Kari Lantz present.  Kari ordered 
a VBS banner that she will put up by church.  Mosquito 
spraying for vacation bible school days was discussed  

Outreach Committee:  Colleen Arndt and Karen Cerra 
present.  The Break the Cycle 200 Bike Ride will be 
coming thru June 28.  Committee has asked volunteers 
for help with bars. 
 

Property and Management Committee:  Ron Haden 
present.  The bat exterminator was at the church, but 
another bat was found in furnace room.  Ron suggested 
we cover the chimney up with a fine screen to see if that 
works.  He replaced a sensor in the light outside.  A stone 
in the north cemetery is chipped off. Ron will look into it.   
 

Stewardship and Finance Committee:  Jeff Ellerbrock 
present.  The Endowment Committee has paid its second 
installment of the pledge to Church of Damascus Road.  
He talked about the EPIC finances. 
 

WELCA:  Kari reported that the women‟s group is helping 
at the Park View Manor on Monday afternoons in June at 
the sing along there. 
 

New Business:  None 
 

Motion by Dar Lake, second by Ron Haden to adjourn.  

Motion passed.  Lord‟s Prayer. 
 

       
 

 
 

Sac County Quilt-A-Fair 
 

The biennial Sac County Quilt-A-Fair will be held at the 
Fairgrounds in Sac City Sept. 21-22, 2019.  Two buildings 
will be filled with quilts, vendors & displays.  Additional 
activities   include a daily lecture by Mickey Depre a 
nationally known quilter, daily presentations, a tractor 
ride, a Quilt of Valor presentation and more.  Registration 
of quilts for display is open and forms can be picked up in 
Lytton at the library or the bank.  The quilt entry forms 
can also be downloaded from this website 
http://www.barnquilts.com/.  Just click on the QUILT-A-
FAIR button.  
 

       
 

 

Baby shower for Jamie (Meyer) Waller 
 

You are invited to join us as we honor Jamie (Meyer) 
Waller at a miscellaneous baby shower on Sunday, 
August 4, at Emanuel-St. John. The come-and-go event 
will be held from 1-3 p.m.  Jamie and her husband, Cory, 
are joyfully expecting a baby boy in August. They are 
registered at Target and Amazon.     
 

http://www.barnquilts.com/


 
 

  1) Pauline Lange, Jamie Waller 
  2) Michael Loux 
  4) Laurel Linquist 
  5) Andi Andersen, SaraJo Talbott 
  7) Otis Segebarth 
  8) Douglas Kral 
10) Joslyn Herrick 
12) Ricky Linquist, Emily Scharn, Skylar Warme 
13) Peggy Dettmann 
15) Aaron Sands 
17) Jay Cerra, Miekko Prenger, Sara Schultz 
18) Lexi Althiser 
20) Krista Albright, George Diersen, Bradley Purdie, 
      Christopher Ramsey 
21) Amelia Holt 
22) Christina Evans, Terry Kruckenberg 
23) Ann Sands, Brody Olsen 
24) Becky Manning 
25) Jamie Bartels, Sara Nattress, Margie Sands, 
      Benjamin Worley 
26) Myra Horton, Joel Lutz  
27) Dean Dickey, Danika Meyer 
28) Kellee Smith 
30) Will Adams, LeAnn Rosado 
31) Jackson Bailey 

 

 
 

 July 3, 1999 Ron & Jamie Maulsby 
 July 4, 1997 Brian & Sara Pibal 
 July 6, 1985 Lyn & Nancy Bruns 
 July 6, 2013 Doug & Jamie Bartels 
 July 7, 1979 David & Laurie Glasnapp 
 July 7, 2007 Michael & Stephanie Loux 
July 11, 1998 Douglas & Theresa Schultz 
July 13, 1974 Arlyn & Virginia Hillmer 
July 14, 2007 Matthew & Jennifer Haden 
July 15, 1978 Gary & Becky Manning 
July 15, 2017 Colten & Ashley Riley 
July 19, 2004 Ben & Susan Albright 
July 19, 2008 J.R. & Tiffany Evans 
July 25, 1981 Steven & Dierdre Schultz 
July 30, 1983 Keith & Shelli Berry 
July 30, 1972 Dean & Deb Rix 
July 31, 1981 Leland & Jane Loux 

 
Gala Day Pie Sales were super successful. Thank you to 
everyone who donated pie, enjoyed pie and supported 
the EPIC and NYG kids. Thank you Church Family for 
your continued outreach and support of these youth.  
Pastor Ben and Erin Englin, the EPIC youth leader, will 
be traveling to Your Obedient Servant Mission Camp in 
Springfield, IL the 3rd week in July with 6 youth from our 
EPIC community.  This means that we are looking for a 
vehicle that will travel 8 passengers and 8 bags 
comfortably, if you know of anything, please let Pastor, 
Erin or Michelle know.   

 

 
The National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis is just 2 
short years away. Anyone currently in 6th thru 10th 
grades is eligible to go.  It‟s an amazing week of faith 
formation for the youth and adult leaders alike.  Please 
visit, https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering to find out 
more about this exciting experience.  Videos are also 
easily searchable from past Gatherings on YouTube. If 
interested in joining us, please let Pastor Ben, Amy 
Hammen or Michelle Talbott know.  The theme reveal 
and new website launch for 2021 happens this Fall.   
 

       
 
 

 
 

  Linda Elwanda Ehlers Baum was born on 

January 21, 1923 at the family farm south of Lytton, 
Iowa to Henry and Anna (Heeckt) Ehlers and was 
the oldest of four children.  She passed peacefully 
to her heavenly reward at the age of 96 years 4 
months and 2 days on Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 
Park View Rehabilitation Center in Sac City, IA.   
   Linda was baptized on March 4, 1923, by Rev. 
Dahlke at her home and confirmed in 1936 at 
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran Church in Lytton by 

https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering


Rev. H.C. Gold.  She graduated from Lytton High 
School in 1940. 
   After graduation, she continued to help her 
parents on the farm.  It was during this time she 
had her first date with Orval Baum.  They were the 
best man and maid of honor at his sister‟s wedding 
in 1938 and continued their courtship until Orval 
returned home from his WW II service.  Orval and 
Linda were married on December 7, 1945 at the 
church in Lytton.  They enjoyed a marriage for 46 
years until Orval‟s passing in 1991. 
   Linda and Orval farmed in the Lytton area and 
were blessed with three children: Rita, Diane and 
Dean.  Linda was a partner on the farm helping with 
many farm activities as well as gardening, baking, 
sewing and homemaking. 
   Linda was a member of Emanuel-St. John 
Lutheran Church and had a heart that loved to 
serve.  As an active volunteer in her church, she 
taught Sunday school and Vacation Bible School, 
was a charter member of the Ruth Circle, served on 
the church council and other church committees.  
Linda was also a 4-H leader and a supporter of her 
children‟s school, music and sports activities.   
Linda was preceded in death by both her husband 
Orval and daughter Rita in 1991; her youngest 
sister Adrience Bruns; her parents; and infant 
brother Eldean. 
   Those left to cherish her memory include her 
daughter Diane (Gaylord) Thormodsgard, Estero, 
FL; son Dean (Barbara) Baum, San Tan Valley, AZ; 
and son-in-law Stan (Jude) Ragnes, Plymouth, MN; 
five grandchildren: Dr. Timothy (Katie) 
Thormodsgard, Joshua Ragnes, Amy (Gregory) 
Floyd, Ryan (Amy) Baum and Bradley (Erin) Baum; 
seven great-grandchildren: Jacob and Elijah 
Thormodsgard, Adriana and Madison Floyd, Ellie 
Baum and Devin and Luke Baum; sister Veda 
Landgraf, Albert City, IA; longtime family friend 
Rev. Patricia L. Holman; nieces, nephews, 
extended family members, caregivers and friends. 
 

 

       
 

 

LSI’s Host Homes Program 
 
Each year, Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) empowers 
hundreds of Iowans with disabilities. There is no greater 
joy for us than seeing an individual develop greater 

independence, find their confidence, and thrive in their 
community. And through our innovative Host Homes 
program, LSI has found a new way to lift up our Iowa 
neighbors. 
Through the program, adults with disabilities or 
“mentees” move from a supported community living 
setting – like a 24-hour, fully staffed home with 
roommates – into a private family home with a Host 
Homes “mentor”. LSI collaborates with the individuals we 
serve and the contracted mentors to ensure each match 
is the perfect fit and to create a shared living opportunity 
that is beneficial to mentors and mentees.   
LSI is seeking compassionate and dedicated caregivers 
to join us in the mission. If you have room in your heart 
and in your home, being a Host Homes mentor might be 
for you! Visit LSIowa.org/HostHomes to learn more. If 
you are interested in supporting crucial programming like 
LSI‟s Services for People with Disabilities, please contact 
Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church 
relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-
2065. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI 
is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa 
congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in 
America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 
religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, 
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at 
LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa.  
 

The Best Kind of Bond    
Amanda needed a change. For years, she had received 
24-hour care, living in a busy home with three 
roommates. But she was lashing out and becoming 
aggressive, and she required multiple psychiatric hospital 
visits throughout the year to receive mental health 
treatment. She and her dad, Bruce, knew she needed 
more one-on-one attention to thrive.  
They turned to LSI‟s new Host Homes program. Through 
LSI‟s Services for People with Disabilities, the program 
allows adults with disabilities to transition from supported 
community living to a private family home where they 
build positive, lasting relationships with a specially 
selected mentor instead of a team of staff members.  
Soon, Amanda was matched with Mavis, an LSI Host 
Homes mentor. On the day Mavis and Amanda first met, 
they clicked. And a year later, the family hasn‟t looked 
back.  
Instead of several emergency calls and incidents each 
year, Amanda has gone over a year without any mental 
health hospitalization. Mavis has spent the last year 
collaborating with Amanda to find the best way for her to 
communicate her emotions. She wants Amanda to know 
her voice and thoughts are heard. 
“Mavis has helped in every way,” Bruce says. “She cares, 
she‟s loving, she‟s patient, and she‟s getting Amanda 
engaged in art classes and hobbies she loves. I have a 
happier daughter now.”  
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