[image: image1.png]



A Word about Summer Worship

We will be worshiping outside (whether in cars or on the lawn) through Labor Day.  I recommended this course of action to council and I wanted to explain why because I know this might be disappointing to some of you.  

To the extent possible, I want us to be able to worship together.  I love that those who feel cautious are able to worship with those who are excited to get out, those who are more vulnerable can honk their horn in the great assembly.  We get to see each other, interact with each other, see the Church (us) at the church building.  Some years ago I remember emphasizing the idea of having “open arms.”  This is that.  We don’t want to exclude anybody if we can help it.

Now I know that it’s not perfect.  I miss hearing Candace and Rhonda playing the organ.  I miss being close.  I miss seeing a kid taking the offering plate from an adult usher and walking down the aisle and handing it to a teenager.  I miss being able to stop singing for a verse and letting your voices wash over me.  I miss looking up to the balcony to poke fun at Mike or Colten.  I miss asking questions at sermon time and listening to the courageous ones who raise their hands.  

All of those things and more are wonderful and I want them back.  But I’m enjoying the season we’re in too.  It’s been a delight to work with Jeff, Brian and Kari; and I’m so glad that Poke is helping us with the sound system and that Jean is lining up readers.  The church building is beautiful on the outside as well as the inside, and I love seeing it.  
The green of the lawn and the waving of the trees makes worship beautiful in a new way.  The risk that wind or rain might attack makes things a little extra exciting.  Being a part of a body that is willing to try new things is reassuring.  We’re making it through together!!  And I want to make sure to appreciate that in the moment.

July 2020

A Word about the Body

We are in a place in the life of our country where there is a lot of agitation.  We might have very different understandings about what is actually going on and I want to respect that.  We the Church share the conviction that Jesus Christ has died and is risen; we share the belief that we are sinful people whose sin has been taken away and is not counted against us; we share the mission that we are not Christians only within and for ourselves, but rather outside of ourselves and for other people.  What we need not share is the same understanding of what’s going on and what’s best for us to do.  It’s perfectly okay for us to have wildly divergent takes on these matters.

Now, in our society today, a habit of living has been growing stronger with the advent of technology, or so it seems to me, that encourages us to gather with like-minded people and listen to those who think like we do.  Or, the darker side of this is that it seeks to exclude those who do not agree with us or think like we do.  One of the things I treasure about this place is that I hear different opinions from different people.  I want you to know that I respect you and love you.  Your point of view is valued.  The tension that comes from disagreement can be uncomfortable, but it is valuable.  When we respectfully share what we believe and respectfully listen to others, we can see some things that are hidden in our blind spots.  

In all of this I am reminded of how Paul talks about the body of Christ.  We are arms and legs, eyeballs and livers.  It’s no accident.  And in a time when I feel the discomfort of it, I want to go out of my way to value it.  Thank you, all you noses, gall bladders, sternums, and muscles; all of you patellas, clavicles, and mitochondria.  What a delight it is that you are all here and that this body has the benefit of you, just like God intended.

Rev. Ben Worley 

Emanuel St. John, Lytton, IA
(712) 541-4785 (cell phone)

Emanuel-St John Lutheran Church

Council Special Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2020

Meeting was called to order by President Jo Grodahl.  An online meeting was held with the following members: Jean Matter, Ron Haden, Cindy Souder, Rhonda Johnson, Pastor Ben, Pauline Lange, Brian Lantz, Kari Lantz and Jeff Ellerbrock. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss when to have church services begin again since the Covid-19 quarantine.  President Jo Grodahl had sent out a guidance sheet for religious gatherings via email.  The group discussed these guidelines and each member present expressed their opinion on when and how to start services again.  The consensus of the group was to wait to start services, with a possibility of an outside service on May 31.  A tentative online council meeting was set for Thursday, May 21 at 7:30 p.m.

Emanuel St John Lutheran Church Council Special Meeting Minutes

May 21, 2020
Meeting was called to order by President Jo Grodahl.  An online meeting was held with the following members: Jean Matter, Ron Haden, Cindy Souder, Rhonda Johnson, Pastor Ben, Pauline Lange, Brian Lantz, Kari Lantz, Nicole Meyer, Laverne Arndt and Jeff Ellerbrock.  The council members discussed on how to conduct the church services for May 31 and June 7.  It was decided to do an in-car service with Pastor Ben in front of the church main doors and people would stay in their cars and listen to the services on an FM station.  There will be communion on May 31st with the service.  The June 11th Council meeting will be at the church at 7:00 p.m.

Emanuel St John Lutheran Church

Council Meeting Minutes 

June 11, 2020

President Jo Grodahl called the meeting to order.  Present were Pastor Ben, Cindy Souder, Jeff Ellerbrock, Rhonda Johnson, Ron Haden, Pauline Lange, Jean Matter, Brian Lantz and Kari Lantz. Pastor Ben gave a short prayer.  Motion by Jeff Ellerbrock, second by Jean Matter to approve the May Treasurers Report with a balance of $16,267.82.  Motion passed.  Jeff pointed out that there was money used from the M. & E. Hillmer Memorial for electronics for the church.  Pastor Ben would like to continue with the in-car/outdoor services for the rest of the summer.  Motion by Rhonda Johnson, second by Kari Lantz to approve in-car/outdoor services through the month of August, with the possibility of having indoor services on Sept 13th which would be Rally Sunday.  Motion passed.  Council discussed various ways to inform the congregation of the decision.  Jeff Ellerbrock reported that the online services are being viewed 300 times for the weekly Sunday services and 100 views on the daily services.  Jeff asked if the council might have ideas on how to reach more people to invite them back to regular services when we start back inside the church.  Communion will be done throughout June-August.  Pastor Ben is thinking of having Confirmation on Reformation Sunday which would be last Sunday in October.  First Communion will start soon after the church services are back inside.  Pastor Ben will still be taking some time off for vacation this summer but is not sure when.  Council will meet next month on July 9th online.  Meeting adjourned with Lord’s Prayer.

(   (   (
Offerings This Summer

As Pastor Ben’s article states, we are worshiping outside this summer because of Covid-19 through Labor Day.  Following CDC guidelines, we are unable to physically take an offering during these services so we wish to remind you that your offerings can be mailed to the church, placed in the night depository at the bank or given electronically via Vanco. If you aren’t familiar with electronic giving or haven’t done so before you can just go to our website esjlytton.org and click on the Donate button on the home page. You can set up an account (if you don’t already have one) and pick whichever payment option works best for you. The money goes straight into Emanuel-St John’s account and a receipt is emailed to you. It’s quick, safe and simple. Thanks!

(   (   (
Military Biblesticks
Last July we supported a ministry called Military Biblestick, which provides Mp3 players loaded with the New Testament to active duty military personnel.  It was a great success!  We gave over a thousand dollars, which was matched by an outside donor.  This July we will have that opportunity again.  Keep your eyes and ears open if this is a ministry you'd like to support again.
(   (   (
Do we have your email address?

Sometimes we want to reach you with a quick message regarding change in services, service cancelled, etc. and email seems to be the fastest way possible. If you haven’t received any such message from us recently, we either do not have your email address or do not have a current one for you. Please email your correct address to palange1945@gmail.com. We appreciate your help in keeping our contact information for you current. Thank you.
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  1) Pauline Lange, Jamie Waller
  2) Michael Loux

  4) Laurel Linquist

  5) Andi Andersen, SaraJo Talbott

  7) Otis Segebarth

  8) Douglas Kral

10) Joslyn Herrick

12) Ricky Linquist, Emily Roth, Skylar Warme
13) Peggy Dettmann

15) Aaron Sands

17) Jay Cerra, Miekko Prenger, Sara Schultz

18) Lexi Althiser

20) Krista Albright, George Diersen, Bradley Purdie,
      Christopher Ramsey

21) Amelia Holt

22) Christina Evans, Terry Kruckenberg

23) Ann Sands, Brody Olsen

24) Becky Manning

25) Jamie Bartels, Sara Nattress, Margie Sands,
      Benjamin Worley

26) Myra Horton, Joel Lutz 

27) Dean Dickey, Danika Meyer
28) Kellee Smith
30) Will Adams, LeAnn Rosado
31) Jackson Bailey
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Annlversaries
This




 July 3, 1999 Ron & Jamie Maulsby

 July 4, 1997 Brian & Sara Pibal

 July 6, 1985 Lyn & Nancy Bruns

 July 6, 2013 Doug & Jamie Bartels

 July 7, 1979 David & Laurie Glasnapp

 July 7, 2007 Michael & Stephanie Loux

July 11, 1998 Douglas & Theresa Schultz

July 13, 1974 Arlyn & Virginia Hillmer

July 14, 2007 Matthew & Jennifer Haden

July 15, 1978 Gary & Becky Manning

July 15, 2017 Colten & Ashley Riley

July 19, 2008 Ben & Susan Albright 
July 19, 2008 J.R. & Tiffany Evans

July 25, 1981 Steven & Dierdre Schultz

July 30, 1983 Keith & Shelli Berry

July 30, 1972 Dean & Deb Rix

July 31, 1981 Leland & Jane Loux
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LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA




LSI’s Host Homes Program 

Each year, Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) empowers hundreds of Iowans with disabilities. And despite the COVID-19 pandemic, this year is no different. There is no greater joy for us than seeing an individual develop greater independence, find their confidence, and thrive. And through our innovative Host Homes program, LSI has found a new way to lift up our Iowa neighbors and keep them safe in times of crisis.

Through the program, adults with disabilities (or “mentees”) move from a supported community living setting – like a 24-hour, fully staffed home with roommates – and into a private family home with a Host Homes “mentor.” LSI collaborates with the individuals we serve and the contracted mentors to ensure each match is the perfect fit and create a shared living opportunity that is beneficial to mentors and mentees. With the extra safety precautions associated with COVID-19, this program is a safe option where participants are in a home setting, interacting with one trusted mentor instead of several staff members. 

LSI is seeking compassionate and dedicated caregivers to join us in the mission. If you have room in your heart and in your home, being a Host Homes mentor might be for you! Visit LSIowa.org/HostHomes to learn more. If you are interested in supporting crucial programming like LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.

We are Still Here: LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities   
Becky, an LSI Direct Support Professional, supports her client every day through LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities. During the COVID-19 crisis, Becky has spent her shifts adding extra safety measures and precautions so she and her client could safely go to the grocery store for food and supplies when the time came. 

But her client regularly experiences PTSD, depression, and anxiety, among other mental health conditions, and the isolation and crisis measures around COVID-19 only heightened her experience of these conditions. Becky knew she needed to do something to keep her client feeling comfortable and safe. 

During their sessions together, Becky makes sure they practice good hand washing and wear masks. Her client knows she has someone walking alongside her every step of the way, and the client’s young daughter found a way to thank Becky for her work: a picture with the words, “I don’t like COVID-19, but I’m happy when you come over.” 

“I can’t imagine not seeing my clients through this,” Becky says. “We are all in this together.” 
